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April 2024 
Upzoning 
Planned for 
Westside 
Housing 
Parcels 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The City’s west side faces 
unprecedented zoning chang- 
es in the coming years and the 
San Francisco Planning De- 
partment has released a pro- 
posal about where upzoning 
should be done. 

Upzoning is a term used 
to describe changes to a zon- 
ing code made to increase the 
amount of development al- 
lowed in the future. 

The upzoning map post- 
ed online by the department 
shows that the majority of 
zoning changes will be along 
transit and commercial cor- 
ridors, plus significant traffic 
arteries, although not exclu- 
sively along such streets. 

The department propos- 
es that California Street east 
of Park Presidio Boulevard 
would be upzoned to a max- 
imum of 85-feet tall (eight 
stories) to Arguello Boulevard 
and west until 27th Avenue up 
to 65-feet tall (six stories). 

All of Clement Street west 
of Arguello Boulevard would 
be rezoned up to 65 feet. And 
that same stretch of Geary 
Boulevard out to 43rd Avenue 
would be upzoned to 85-feet 
tall, except for the first block- 
and-a-half west of Arguello 
and the corners of Funston 
and 14th streets, which would 
be up 140-feet tall (14 stories). 

Between Clement and 
Geary, parcels would not be 
rezoned for height. However, 
they would be rezoned to ad- 
just density limits and increase 
the number of units that could 
be built. 

Balboa Street west of Ar- 
guello would be entirely re- 
zoned up to 65-feet tall, while 
all of Fulton Street along that 
same stretch would allow 
building up to 85-feet tall. 

Most of the parcels along 
Funston Avenue and 14 Street 
would be rezoned up to 65- 
feet tall, except at the afore- 
mentioned intersections. 

These draft zoning propos- 
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Amanda Michael owns the Jane Group of Bay Area cafes and bakeries, along with catering, e-commerce 
and wholesale divisions, including Toy Boat, an Inner Richmond landmark she used to frequent as a high 
school student. Story on page 11. Photo by Noma Faingold. 


By Kate Quach 


On a gray-skied Saturday 
morning, a bright purple arch- 
way wraps around an emp- 
ty paved path. Hundreds of 
walkers soon stream through 
the inflatable portal stretch- 
ing among the trees in Golden 
Gate Park. 

Some trekkers slosh through 
puddles in rain boots or sneak- 
ers wearing hooded coats or 
wide-brimmed umbrellas. All 
step through the purple pas- 
sageway with the same mis- 
sion: to support the 2024 Best 
Buddies Friendship Walk and 
individuals with disabilities on 
April 13. 

Since its establishment in 
1989, nonprofit Best Buddies 
International has promoted 
global volunteerism and op- 
portunities for people with 
intellectual and developmen- 
tal disabilities (IDD). By cul- 
tivating one-on-one  friend- 
ships, engaging in leadership 


Walkers gathered in Golden Gate Park to participate in 


the Best Buddies Friendship Walk fundraiser for peo- 
ple with disabilities. Photo by Kate Quach. 


roles and finding employment, 
members of Best Buddies seek 
representation in social com- 
munities and the workforce. 
Planting footsteps as they 
walk through Golden Gate 


Park, students, parents and 
co-workers celebrated their 
contributions and advocacy 
of community fundraising of 
more than $100,000 for indi- 
viduals with disabilities. 


One middle-school chapter 
stepped up to share awareness 
about providing resources for 
people with special needs. 
Dressed in yellow ponchos 
and holding a large banner 
with their school’s name print- 
ed proudly in the front, Albany 
Middle School students eager- 
ly carried their poster while 
cheering on walkers of the 
park’s pathways. 

Jelema Jarmola, a parent of 
one of the representative stu- 
dents, found that she under- 
stood more about individuals 
with IDD and Best Buddies 
through the Friendship Walk 
and her daughter Evelyn’s par- 
ticipation with the nonprofit 
organization at school. 

“Before this event, I knew 
very little (about Best Bud- 
dies). I was not very involved 
until today, but this event re- 
ally gave me an idea about 
different parts of the world,” 


Continued on page 12 


Richmond a Flourishing Enclave of SF’s Russian Community 


By John Ferrannini 


One of many remnants of 
the Russian enclave on San 
Francisco’s west side serves 
sit-down meals every week- 
day. 

Olga Medvedko, the ex- 
ecutive director of Russian 
American Community  Ser- 
vices (RACS) at 300 Anza St., 
said her organization has been 
serving meals to seniors and 
people with disabilities in San 
Francisco since 1977. 


“We open our doors for nu- 
tritional services at 10:15 a.m. 
and start giving lunches to go 
about 10:45 a.m.,” Medvedco 
said. “People start coming and 
sit down for a lunch program, 
dine in, and at about noon 
we’re mostly done.” 

Clients don’t have to be Rus- 
sian-American to take part. 

“The Russian speaking 
community is our target clien- 
tele, but we have people who 
enjoy Russian-style cuisine, 
and we try to be very friend- 


ly and hospitable,” she said. 
“We have staff coming from 
different places — the majority 
are bilingual. Some of them 
Ukrainian, some from Uzbeki- 
stan, Belarus, Serbia. We have 
Spanish-speaking staff too. It’s 
like a San Francisco mixture.” 

But RACS provides more 
than just a bite to eat. It also 
uses the lunchtime to preserve 
ethnic traditions from the old 
country. 

On Fridays, for example, 
the menu features fish due to 


the custom of the Orthodox 
Church to abjure meat that 
day. 

“We include activities; we 
have musicians perform for 
our clients,’ Medvedko said. 
“We celebrate all major holi- 
days.” 

The menu often features 
borscht and stroganoff; it was 
approved by a city nutritionist. 

“The menu is online,” she 
said. “There are some require- 
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From the Editor 


Michael Durand 


Regular readers of the Richmond 
Review might have noticed that this 
space on page two has been the home 
of Kinen Carvala’s “Looking Back” 
column for several years. 

Kinen is taking advantage of a new 
employment opportunity and will 
no longer write his monthly column 
highlighting the many great features in 
Golden Gate Park. I will miss editing 
his stories; I learned something every 
month from his thorough research. I 
offer my sincere gratitude to Kinen 
and wish him all the best in his new 
endeavors. 


Police Blotter 

Readers may also notice a trail off 
in Police Blotter columns. Richmond 
Station Capt. Chris Canning told us the 
issue is the result of a shortage of offi- 
cers. It is understandable to use what 
limited resources he has to respond to 
reports of crimes and conducting ongo- 
ing efforts to prevent crimes. So many 
of our readers tell us they love the Po- 
lice Blotter column, and we’re sorry 
it is missing this month. We hope the 
staffing issues are resolved soon and 
the monthly feature will return to these 


pages. 


Meet the Editor 

I look forward to the monthly Meet 
the Editor sessions at the One Rich- 
mond office. It is terrific to talk with 
readers, meet new writers and advertis- 
ers and answer any questions they may 
have. 

In the two years since we started, the 
April session was best attended, likely 
because we timed it to coincide with 
the monthly Clement Street Art Walk. 
The plan is to continue that schedule, 
so look for me at the One Richmond 
office at 802 Clement St. every third 
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Special thanks to Rozie Wong Gil- 
lies who is our gracious host. She’s a 
master marketer who takes pictures to 
promote the meetings. 


Review 
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Michael cree editor of the 
Richmond Review, outside the 
One Richmond office at one of 
the monthly Meet the Editor ses- 
sions. Photo by Rozie Wong Gil- 
lies. 


Thank You 

We are so very thankful for all of 
our supporters who have signed up 
on our Patreon account. Patreon is 
like GoFundMe, a tool to help raise 
money for a cause, except Patreon is 
a way to donate money every month. 
Contributions from as low as $5, $10 
or $25 per month really help us do this 
job. To sign up, see the QR code on 
page 6. 

Thanks also go to the kind and car- 
ing readers who contribute by sending 
a check or funds via PayPal (editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com). Your 
generosity truly inspires us and we are 
genuinely grateful. 

I even heard from a reader who 
asked me to set up a Venmo account 
so she could contribute. The QR code 
is below. Thank you! 
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Honor, Remember & Support 


MEMORIAL DAY 


USS San Francisco (CA38) Ceremony 
Sunday, May 26, 12 Noon, (11:30am arrival), Lands End 
ca38foundation@gmail.com (rsvp) 


Chinese American Services 
American Legion, Cathay Post #384 & VFW Chinatown Post #4618 
Sunday, May 26, 3pm in St. Mary’s Square (SF Chinatown) 


Golden Gate National Cemetery 
Monday, May 27, 10:30am, 1300 Sneath Lane, San Bruno CA 


San Francisco National Cemetery 
Monday, May 27, 10:30am, 1 Lincoln Blvd., Presidio of SF 


USS Pampanito, Lost Boat Ceremony 
Sunday, May 26 10am, Monday, May 27, 10am, Pier 45 


Veterans of Foreign Wars Community Service Project 


Gaslight & Shadows 

Congratulations to Phyllis Nabhan 
at Gaslight & Shadows Antiques for 
earning a spot on San Francisco’s 
Legacy Business Registry. 

Here is the description of Gaslight 
& Shadows at legacybusiness.org: 

“Visit Gaslight & Shadows Antiques 
for a delightful journey into the past, 
where you can explore a store brim- 
ming with thousands of treasures. A 
store filled with affordable antiques 
and collectibles of many types, spe- 
cializing in vintage jewelry, Limoges 
porcelain boxes, ethnic items, art, 

San Francisco collectibles and much 
more. Consignments are welcomed. 
We offer a professional photo res- 
toration service to help preserve old 
family photos, memories and historical 
photos.” 

If you haven’t stopped in to check 
out the antiques, you’re missing out on 
a classic Richmond District original. 
Drop in at 2335 Clement St. to see the 
great finds and to meet Phyllis. She is 
a dynamo with a seemingly endless 
positive attitude and the energy of a 
teenager that hasn’t faded even after 
running her shop for nearly 50 years. 

Gaslight & Shadows was voted 
“Best Antique Store” by the readers 
of the Richmond Review in the “Best 
of the Richmond” poll taken a couple 
of years ago. Phyllis is also a Patreon 
supporter of this newspaper and we 
are very appreciative of her support. 


Western Neighborhoods Project 

Congratulations to our friends at 
the Western Neighborhoods Project 
(WNP) who will be celebrating 25 
years of sharing our community’s past 
with their grateful neighbors. 

Details about WNP’s celebration at 
the 4 Star Theater on May 15 can be 
found in the Announcements section 
on pages 10 and 11. 

We are very thankful that WNP 
shares its extensive collection of old 
photos with us for our “Then and 
Now” column. It is a popular feature 
that several loyal readers have told me 
they cut out and save. We and WNP 
are honored by that. 


Announcements Section 

The Richmond Review used to 
run a Calendar of Events section. 

A few years ago, I changed it to the 
Announcements section which now 
includes more than just events. 

The simple act of acknowledging 
our neighbors’ birthdays elicits a thrill 
for a lot of readers. There’s something 
about seeing your name in the paper 
(especially when you’re a kid) that 
makes you feel special. The birthday 
announcements are free. Just send 
the name and birth month to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews and we’ ll 
include it every year. 

We also offer free announcements to 
local businesses. This is an underused 
feature that most business owners 
seem to be too busy to take advantage 
of. 


Phyllis Nabhan holds a 1965 pho- 
to of herself that has been on the 
wall in her store since it opened 
nearly 50 years ago. Courtesy 
photo - copyright Phyllis Nabhan. 


This is what is written at the bottom 
of every the section every month: 

We support small businesses: Free 
announcements for small businesses 
celebrating an anniversary or other 
significant milestone or event. Send 
announcement to  Editor@Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com. 

If you’re a fan of a local business, 
maybe help them out by giving them 
some free publicity in the Richmond 
Review. Just write up a short paragraph 
and send it in to be included in more 
than 18,000 newspapers distributed 
throughout the Richmond District ev- 
ery month and to be included on our 
website that averages 20,000 views per 
month. 


Final Notes 
Some of our best writers have been 
high school students. Becoming an in- 
tern is a great way to gain journalism 
experience. Let me know if you want 
to get involved with your neighbor- 
hood newspaper. 

Happy Mother’s Day, moms! 
Michael Durand is the editor and 
publisher of the Richmond Review and 

Sunset Beacon newspapers and the 
RichmondSunsetNews.com website. 
He can be reached at Editor @ Rich- 

mondSunsetNews.com. 


THANK YOU TO OUR 
PATREON BUSINESS PARTNERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 


The Beauty Network 
Gaslight & Shadows 
Antiques 
Glynn Realty 
Noise 


To learn how your business can sign up 
to be a Patreon business partner, 
visit RichmondSunsetNews.com, 

call 415-706-6428 or 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com. 


Please thank and support 
our business sponsors! 


The Richmond Review 
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Richmond District businesses have 
what you need to treat mom right! 


Please Support Our 
Geary Boulevard Businesses! 


: PREMIUM QUALITY MEDITERRANEAN, MIDDLE 
EASTERN AND EUROPEAN PRODUCTS 


* LOCAL ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS, GRAINS, 
NUTS AND MORE 


* FRESH BAKLAVA AND DESSERTS 


| Aiive® 


* WINE FROM ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, PORTUGAL, 
LEBANON, GEORGIA, TURKIYE, USA AND MORE 


* INTERNATIONAL SELECTION OF BEERS AND 
SPIRITS 


iA 
OUTER SUNSET 


FARMERS 
MARKET 


& MERCANTILE 


FAMILY FUN 
8 FINDS! 


& LIVE MUSIC, 
= 
= 


WAND S4 
a | 
Sy VINIAGE 


GOODS, LIVE MUSIC, 
FOOD TRUCKS & MORE! 


Exploring 
Music 


Group Lessons 


For children ages 
3 — 8, based on the 
renowned Yamaha 
Music Education 
System 


Call fora 
Free Trial! 


318 12th Ave Sold for $2,700,000 
318-1 2thAve.com 


Sotheby’s 


INTERNATIONAL REALTY 
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740 36th Ave Sold for $2,527,500 
740-3 6thAve.com 


#1 LISTING AGENT 
RICHMOND DISTRICT 


*Based on SFAR MLS data, District 1, 1/1/14-12/31/23 


MAY 18 


Learn to Love Music 
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at, Drink, Shop, Play 
Gonnect, and Be Local 


YEAR-ROUND 
9AM-2PM 
37TH & ORTEGA 


FAY) Exa2acin 
Cr - mA LY S pea tof doy 
7 (REAL! 
10AM—4PM 
9TH-11TH AVES 
APRIL - NOV 


— 
10AM-4PM Bea Sunset Beacon 

37TH & ORTEGA SAN 
amv | FRANCISCO 


Office of id Workforce Development 


@) YAMAHA 


A Yamaha Music 
Education Center 


Private Lessons 
ml ae Piano | Violin | Drums 
— / Guitar | Vocals | Flute 
Trumpet | Saxophone 
Guzheng | Erhu 
Clarinet | Ukulele. 
All Ages. 


: 
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775 28th Ave Sold for $2,910,000 


775-28thAve.com 


Robert Moffatt 
Top Producer 
415.722.4038 
RobertMoffatt.com 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Connie Chan 


Prioritizing Public Safety 


As we all know, the Richmond is 
not immune to crime. We often face 
the same public safety issues as the 
rest of the City, although we are not 
given the same resources. 

It is election season, and unfortu- 
nately we are seeing many people 
playing politics with public safety. But 
the Richmond deserves solutions not 
political rhetoric. As the supervisor 
representing the Richmond, I have 
long worked closely with our resi- 
dents and merchants to advocate for 
solutions and additional public safety 
resources, specifically asking Mayor 
London Breed and the police depart- 
ment to deliver the following: 

1. Expand the Retired Police 
Ambassador program to provide 
more ambassadors to other areas in 
the Richmond and extend hours of 
operation. 

2. Continue to expand the street out- 
reach and street crisis response teams. 
We need to respond to public-health 
crises with public-health experts, leav- 
ing our police to focus on crime. 

3. Implement the legislation I 
co-sponsored to increase police officer 
foot- and bike-patrols in our neighbor- 
hoods. 

4. Install Automatic License Plate 
Readers (ALPR) at strategic locations. 
Now that we have approved the policy 
and budget, I hope to see ALPRs 
placed on ingress and egress routes 
to and from the Richmond as soon as 


possible. 

5. Create incentives for alarm alerts 
to SFPD first response, waiving false 
alarm fees for merchants to encour- 
age more merchants to install alarm 
systems. 

6. Discuss a potential live surveil- 
lance program, with merchant input, 
from 2 to 5 a.m., partnering with local 
merchants to utilize their private sys- 
tems during peak vulnerable hours. 

These six policy requests are in 
direct response to my meetings with 
Richmond District merchants and 
residents. Let’s be clear, these are 
solutions that I, as the Board of Su- 
pervisors budget chair, have allocated 
funding for in the City’s budget. The 
money and the necessary approvals are 
in place, we just need administrative 
implementation. 

In March, after receiving no 
response to our request, I was asked 
to join Richmond merchants and res- 
idents to announce a petition calling 
on Mayor Breed and Police Chief Bill 
Scott to act immediately to deliver 
these resources. 

Finally, in April, I joined with 
Richmond community leaders to meet 
with Assistant Chief David Lazar 
and Richmond District Police Station 
Capt. Chris Canning to discuss our 
requests and create a plan to roll out 
these safety initiatives. As a result of 
this conversation, it was decided: 

¢ The Richmond District will 


expand its Retired Police Communi- 
ty Ambassadors program to include 
ambassadors in Central Richmond, 
bolstering the ambassadors currently 
assigned to the Inner Richmond. 

¢ I will continue to advocate for ex- 
pansion of street crisis teams, especial- 
ly during the budget process and will 
continue to push the mayor’s office 
and city departments to expand the 
street crisis response teams to provide 
much-needed support to individuals 
suffering from mental health crises, 
relieving the Police Department to 
focus on crime. 

¢ Assistant Chief Lazar shared that 
the Police Department has seen an 
influx in applications for both new 
officers as well as lateral hires (offi- 
cers from other jurisdictions) and has 
committed to prioritize these officers 
for the Richmond. 

¢ The Police Department will also 
be installing ALPRs throughout the 
City and agreed that the Richmond 
will be one of the first neighborhoods 
to have ALPR installations in strategic 
locations. 

¢ In collaboration with my office, 
Assistant Chief Lazar has agreed to 
create legislative policy solutions to 
waive the false alarm fees to encour- 
age merchants to install alarm systems 
that directly notify the police depart- 
ment. 

e With the implementation of ALPR, 
false alarm fee waiver and additional 
police officers, Capt. Canning has 
committed that, with this new data, 
he will work with local merchants to 
develop a concrete live surveillance 
plan targeting store break-ins. 

While we should recognize the 
progress in public safety we have 
made as a district, I regret that this 
came after a long and unnecessary 
fight and at great loss. After three Chi- 
nese seniors were assaulted within two 


weeks during the summer of 2022, I 
began asking Mayor Breed and her 
administration to deploy retired police 
officer ambassadors to our neighbor- 
hood corridors to fill the officer short- 
age of the Richmond Police Station. 
Last year, I met with the mayor week- 
ly during the budget process in early 
2023, where I reinforced my request, 
but was told to be patient. 

Then, after seeing an increase in 
burglaries on our commercial cor- 
ridors, I once again sent a request 
detailing specific public safety policy 
initiatives to her administration and 
the police department. And I asked 
Mayor Breed in person, again, at a 
community meeting in the Richmond 
in August 2023 to deliver these needed 
resources. After all this, there still 
there was no action taken by Mayor 
Breed or her administration. Rather, 
she chose to finger point. The Rich- 
mond was finally granted two retired 
police ambassadors, but only after 
a beloved community member was 
attacked and killed in a local store. 

In February of this year, I followed 
up on my request to Mayor Breed 
and Police Chief Scott to implement 
our six requested and funded public 
safety initiatives but, again, received 
no response. We did not see any action 
until we came together to demand that 
City Hall work for the Richmond. It 
should not be this difficult for us to get 
what we deserve. This November, I 
look forward to seeing changes at City 
Hall and working with elected leaders 
who are willing to do the hard work to 
problem solve rather than finger point. 

Connie Chan represents District 
1 on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘One Hard Thing’ Program Assists Seniors With Household Chores 


By Judy Goddess 


It’s no surprise that older people 
have a harder time taking care of their 
homes. Whether it is weeding, clearing 
clutter, cleaning hard-to-reach areas, 
flipping a mattress, seniors often do not 
have the strength, energy or stability to 
handle these chores. 

That’s where “One Hard Thing” 
comes in. One Hard Thing, a project 
of the Golden Gate Village (GGV), 
matches able-bodied volunteers with 
Village members needing help with the 
difficult chores they cannot handle on 
their own. Mattress flipping, garden 
weeding and all those other good things 
happened on Saturday, April 20. A sec- 
ond One Hard Thing day is scheduled 
for June 29. A fall/early winter date 
will be scheduled later this year. 

Christine Ness coordinates the One 
Hard Thing program for GGV. 

“Our volunteers help with whatever 
needs doing; it doesn’t require special- 
ized skills such as plumbing or electri- 
cal work, and can be accomplished in 
under two hours,” Ness said. 

Mainly they help with gardening, de- 
cluttering and organizing, light handi- 
work and painting and changing light 
bulbs. 

The Golden Gate Village, a program 
of the Richmond Senior Center (RSC), 
opened its doors in 2014. The Village 
helps seniors and people with disabili- 
ties age and live safely in the home they 
love and neighborhoods they know. All 
of the programs offered by the RSC are 
free, including One Hard Thing. 

“When we first offered One Hard 
Thing, we had a handful of volunteers 
and offered the service only once a 
year,” Ness said. “Now we have about 
100 volunteers, though we’re always 
looking for more.” 

Both the volunteers and the seniors 
are interviewed by Ness before being 


accepted into the program. 

“We send them out in pairs for the 
volunteer and senior’s safety, and to 
encourage new friendships and con- 
nections,” Ness said. 

Most of their volunteers are from the 
Richmond District, have volunteered 
for this before and range in age from 
30 to 80 years, although parent-child 
teams are always welcome. 

Edward Kent and his high-school- 
age daughter were early volunteers. 

“My daughter was looking for a 
place to volunteer and we found the 
Richmond Neighborhood Center. We 
started out delivering meals,” Kent 
said. 

When Kent heard about One Hard 
Thing, he signed up. Though his 
daughter is now away at college, Kent 
still volunteers. 

“T live in the Richmond, and I care 
about the people who live here,” he 
said. “Everybody I meet is unique. 
They’re from all over, they’re lonely 
and they want to talk. What an oppor- 
tunity to hear stories about their lives.” 

As a volunteer, Kent has gardened, 
cleaned windows and offered computer 
education. 

“Tt reminds me of when I was a kid 
and used to go help my grandma,” Kent 
said. 

Parent/child teams have included 
even younger children. 

Patricia Wada and her 10-year-old 
son Ash, a fourth grader at Lafayette 
Elementary School, volunteered by de- 
voting the November One Hard Thing 
day to helping 93-year-old Flora repot 
her orchid. 

“As a parent, I want my son to know 
that helping our community is a normal 
part of life, something we can always 
make time for,” Wada said. “Spending 
a few hours doing something tangible 
to help a local senior reminded us that 
although the world’s problems are big, 


our small actions can make a difference 
for real people. Chatting with Flora, 
my son was blown away to hear first- 
hand about the world events she has 
lived through. That impromptu history 
lesson ended up being one of the high- 
lights of our day! 

“Volunteering for One Hard Thing 


was a memorable experience for both 
of us. The sign-up was simple, and be- 
fore the event, we were told what task 
we would be doing, so we knew what 
to expect. Next time, I’m hoping to 
team up with friends so we parents and 


Continued on page 7 


Ash, a fourth grader at Lafayette Elementary School volunteered with 
the One Hard Thing program to help 93-year-old Richmond resident 
Flora repot her orchids. Ash’s mother, Patricia Wada also volunteers. 
“As a parent, | want my son to know that helping our community is 
a normal part of life, something we can always make time for,” she 


said. Courtesy photo. 
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Russian Enclave 


Continued from page 1 


ments we need to follow — a specific 
amount of proteins, carbohydrates, 
vegetables; a certain number of serv- 
ings per day, but we keep our ethnic 
cuisines.” 

The reason for the restrictions is that 
RACS gets $950,000 per year from the 
San Francisco Department of Disabil- 
ity. According to its website, RACS 
serves an average of 103,700 meals per 
year. It kept running during COVID-19 
through modified to-go meals and now 
that it has returned in-person, it serves 
about 300 people daily. 

“The nutrition programs account 
for approximately 85% of this annual 
funding,” a spokesperson from the San 
Francisco Human Services Agency 
wrote in a statement. 

“The Russian American Community 
Services is a community-based organi- 
zation that provides food and services 
to the Richmond District community,” 
the spokesperson continued. “The orga- 
nization has cultural ties back to Russia 
and Eastern Europe, and it is most vis- 
ible via language capacity of the staff, 
cuisine choices and program offerings 
to clients participating in their services. 
RACS also is a cherished resource to 
the Inner Richmond community where 
they are located. 

“Beyond its ties to the Russian com- 
munity, they are open to all and provide 
services to many non-Russian clients 
who highly regard their experience 
with RACS,” the statement concludes. 

Russian American Community Ser- 
vices is one of several community in- 
stitutions with their origin in the coun- 
tries that once comprised the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) 


Holy Virgin Cathedral on Geary 
Boulevard — the largest of the 
six cathedrals of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church outside of Russia 
— with its eye-catching onion 
domes (right) is one of the an- 
chors of the Russian communi- 
ty in San Francisco’s Richmond 
District. Photo by John Ferran- 
nini. 


that stand out of the Richmond neigh- 
borhood like the onion domes of Or- 
thodox churches. It all started more 
than a hundred years ago, according to 
Lydia Zaverukha, co-author of Russian 
San Francisco. 

“There were actually four waves of 
immigration from Russia,” Zaverukha 
said. “After the (Bolshevik) revolution, 
after World War II, later in the 1970s 
— including the Russian Jewish refuse- 
niks — then recent, contemporary emi- 
gres.” 

Jewish refuseniks were Soviet Jews 
who were not allowed to leave the 
U.S.S.R. to emigrate to Israel, which 
allows Jews worldwide the ability to 
become citizens of the world’s only 
sovereign Jewish state. The ban on 
Jewish refusenik emigration ended in 
1971. 

When Zaverukha grew up in San 
Francisco, she said that most of the 
stores and people who were in the 


Photo by Michael Durand. 


neighborhood were from the first two 
waves. Her father was originally from 
Russia but was imprisoned by the Na- 
zis during the war. Her mother grew up 
in China. 

“That was common when commu- 
nism came to Russia,” Zaverukha said. 

Many Russian emigres who came 
to San Francisco first settled in the 
Fillmore neighborhood, but later the 
Richmond emerged as the center of 
the community, because it was more 
affordable. Today, the enclave is gen- 
erally concentrated around the Holy 
Virgin Cathedral on Geary Boulevard, 
between 26th and 27th avenues. 

“Tt’s still hard to be an immigrant 
and get to the states,” Zaverukha said. 
“They were more rigid at the time with 
sponsors. Even my dad, when he was 
in Germany, he had to live there a cou- 
ple of years before he found a sponsor 
so he could come here.” 

Zaverukha’s family moved to the 
Sunset District when she was 5 years 
old. 

“At the time, San Francisco had the 
biggest Russian community outside 
the Soviet Union in the world,” Olga 
Mandrussow said. Her family once had 
a house on 17th Avenue between Geary 


Boulevard and Anza Street. As time 
went on, however, many of the original 
inhabitants moved away. 

“Tt was gradual,” she said. “Families 
accumulated wealth and decided to 
move to San Mateo or Marin County. It 
probably started happening in the mid- 
to-late *50s.” 

The most recent wave of immigra- 
tion from the former U.S.S.R. helped 
birth the Tikvah School at the Jew- 
ish Community Center of San Fran- 
cisco at 3200 California St. Yanina 
Nemirovskaya, manager of the school, 
is from Moldova. She said its mission 
is “to strengthen Jewish identity for 
children and their families.” 

“We take students from 2 years old, 
and they stay with us 16 years until they 
graduate high school,” Nemirovskaya 
said. 

The Tikvah School had Zoom class- 
es during the COVID-19 pandemic but 
has returned to in-person. 

“We have 63 kids,” she said. “Our 
program consists of music classes, 
dance classes, arts classes. We try to 
teach students Jewish tradition. I am 
absolutely happy when I see them sing- 
ing Jewish prayers during Shabbat.” 

There are two big performances each 
year for the students. The most recent 
was held in December and the next will 
be in June. 

Like RACS, the school maintains 
San Francisco’s environment of open- 
ness, particularly as it opens its doors 
to the newest group of immigrants. 

“We have children of all races, re- 
ligions, languages; we have a lot of 
mixed families,” she said. “Some of 
the families are not Jewish. We have 
Ukrainian refugee families. For those 
families who lost everything because 
they ran away from their native country 
it’s a huge support.” 
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826 40th Ave | FOR SALE 


Outer Richmond | $995,000 


In the same family for decades, this fantastic property in 
one of the Richmond's best locations just hit the market. 
The home features two bedrooms, one split bath, formal 
living room, formal dining room, wood floors, fireplace, and 
period details upstairs, and one bedroom, one bath, and 
kitchenette on the bottom. Huge yard, parking, laundry, a 
stone's throw from GG Park, and long par 5 from Ocean 
Beach. This is a AAA location. The charm is there, you'll just 


need to bring it back. 


Scan the QR code for more details, or contact me anytime. 


This is your chance to remodel your dream San Francisco 


home. 


Open House Schedule: April 6,7,13,14 from 1-4pm. Private 


showings by request. 
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Interpreting Real Estate Data 


As most of the readers of 
this column know by now, I 
tend to write on what I feel is 
the most relevant real estate 
topic at the moment. I get 
my ideas from the people I 
talk with every day. If certain 
questions come up often, then 
that becomes the column of 
the month! 

Lately, I have been getting 
many questions on published 
statistical reports and how the 
numbers relate to our mar- 
ketplace. This is a confusing 
time for the real estate market 
as the number of sales is low, 
the mortgage rates are still 
high, but prices are moving up 
when the economic principle 
of supply and demand indi- 
cates that the prices should be 
coming down. The statistics 
just do not make sense. 

Real estate is local, mean- 
ing there are pricing trends in 
neighborhoods that can run 
contrary to what is going on 
in nearby areas. For example, 


the San Francisco index con- 
sists of the nine counties in 
the Bay Area. But the pricing 
trend in San Francisco is very 
different from the pattern in 
the East Bay or North Bay. 
So, relying on the general 
combined data can lead to 
wrong conclusions. 

How do you get local 
real-time data? This is 
important, especially if you 
are in the market and have to 
make some decisions about 
purchasing and price. I recom- 
mend that you work with 
a knowledgeable local real 
estate agent, ask him or her 
to provide you with up-to- 
date listing and sales data and 
perform your own analysis to 
convince yourself of the local 
conditions. 

Agents are on the ground 
and in the field each and every 
day. We talk to buyers, sellers 
and other real estate profes- 
sionals and have a good pulse 
on the market. The real estate 


market has been pretty active 
the first four months of 2024 
with low inventories, much 
pent-up buyer demand and 
thus resulting in higher prices 
in certain areas. 

Single family home prices 
in San Francisco are up about 
8.2% from last year while 
down 11.2% from 2022. Pric- 
es of all properties sold are 
up 5.9% year over year, but 
down 6.9% from 2002. The 
number of sales has gone up 
4.8% over last year, but down 
35.4% from 2022. Listing in- 
ventory is up 8.3%, but down 
29.9% from two years ago. 

So, based on very limit- 
ed initial data this year, the 
market appears to be turning 
up from the bottom despite 
mortgage rates staying stub- 
bornly in the 6.75-7% level. 
The majority of listings I have 
seen this year have received 
multiple offers and sold for 
higher than asking prices. 
What is going to happen next? 

From what I have seen, 
there is still an imbalance 
of buyers and sellers. That 
means quite a number of 
people are looking to buy and 
are unable to find what they 
are looking for. Though the 
listing inventory is up slightly 
over last year, it is still down 
quite a bit from years past, 


Richmond Homes Sold in April* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


246 20th Ave. 3} 


ies) 1,656 $1,018,000 


458 26th Ave. 


1,150 1,100,000 


534 39th Ave. 


| aus) 1,540,000 


823 43rd Ave. 


1,850,000 


444 33rd Ave. 


1 
1 
3 1,960 
2 


DSS) 1,900,000 


1,690 2,150,000 


264 Third Ave. 


2,050 2,700,000 


700 23rd Ave. 


3) hi 2,900,000 


1312 Anza St. 


3,023 3,000,000 


2 
2 
4 
5) 
529 Eighth Ave. 2. 
3 
5 
4 
4 


659 Seventh Ave. 


BS 3,895 000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


leading to competition on the 
inventory that does come on 
the market. 

People often raise the 
question of how can buyers 
afford to pay the San Francis- 
co prices? It is very difficult 
as our affordability index typi- 
cally hovers about 15-20%, 
meaning the percentage of the 
population who can afford to 
buy the median-priced home 
in the City. With our robust 
economy and a fair share of 
high-paying jobs, our real 
estate market may pause, but 
it has always recovered. 

We are in the midst of our 


STELLA MARIS ACADEMY 
GRECO-ROMAN SUMMER CAMP 
1°— 8 GRADE 


Is it all Greek to you? Yes, it is! And Roman too! 


Learn Greek vase painting, create a frieze or a 
mosaic tiled plaque. Learn the alphabet, colors, 


numbers and more in ancient Greek. While 


you are at it, cook some Roman delicacies 


from antiquity. There will be Science, Games 


in the Arena, Music in the Amphitheater aka 


the auditorium, History and Myth and 


Storytelling to fill your day. Every Friday an 


exciting fact filled field trip is planned to sights 


here in our city that reflect Greek and Roman 


roots. 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM —- 3PM 
Session 1 June17- June 21 | Session 2 June 24 - June 28 


Session 3 July 8 - July 12 | Session 4 July 15- July 19 


Early Bird $475 p/child per week 


After May 15, $575 per week 


Aftercare available 3pm-5:30pm included in the fee 


TO REGISTER 
Please scan the QR code 


Stella Maris Academy 360 9th Avenue San Francisco, California 94118 


spring selling season. There 
is still not enough supply to 
meet demand. In San Francis- 
co, we only have a historically 
low one- to two-months’ 
supply of inventory on the 
market, meaning prices will 
not fall in the near future. I 
will continue to update you 
on the market throughout the 
year. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee @isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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One Hard Thing Project 


Continued from page 4 


kids can work together, sort of 
a play date with a purpose,” 
Wada said. 

Several times a_ week, 
92-year-old Edith Leong 
walks the two blocks from 
her home to visit the Rich- 
mond Senior Center on Geary 
Boulevard. Leong, who has 
lived in the Richmond for 40 
years, explained that she does 
not know her neighbors and 
“doesn’t have anyone to ask 
for help.” 

She’s not unique in feeling 
isolated. According to a 2023 
National Poll on Healthy Ag- 
ing conducted by the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, one in three 
seniors ages 50-80 years feels 
isolated. She’s also not unique 
in needing help with house- 
hold chores. Increasingly, pro- 
grams for seniors are devel- 


S 


Lorenzo 
Member Since 2008 


Happy Mother's Day, 


oping projects like One Hard 
Thing. 

“My basement window 
was so cluttered with bugs 
I couldn’t look out,” Leong 
said. “The volunteer from One 
Hard Thing cleaned it.” He 
also weeded and planted flow- 
ers in her backyard. 

Mike Lee, a Richmond na- 
tive and Realtor with Compass 
Real Estate, was one of the 
volunteers assigned to help 
Leong. 

“I like the program,” Lee 
said. “I like hearing the differ- 
ent life experiences. The jobs 
are not too difficult.” 

Leong was not the only per- 
son Lee was assigned to help. 

“ve hung photos, done 
basic safety. I explain why 
it’s not safe to hang anything 
heavy like a framed photo over 


Moms! 7 
: 


if \ 


your bed in earthquake coun- 
try,” he said. 

Lee is the third generation of 
his family to live in the Rich- 
mond. He knows and loves the 
community and wants to “give 
back.” So much so, that when 
the volunteer he was paired 
with brought her middle 
school son along to help, and 
Lee learned he wanted to be 


an engineer, he arranged a din- 
ner for the two of them with a 
friend of his who was an engi- 
neer and owned his own firm. 

“The boy got all his ques- 
tions answered,” he said with 
a big smile. 

Volunteer Ed Kent summed 
it up best: “It reminds me of 
when I was a kid and used to 
go help my grandma.” 


May Midi Crossword 


ACROSS 
1. Picking or biting, 


e.g. 
9. "Nothing to see 

here!" 

10. 1-1, for a tie game 

11. Small body 
imperfection 

12. Word before 
California or after 
Heartbreak 

13. College, to Aussies 

14. Snack on a stick 


16. "For __ a jolly good 


fellow..." 
17. Kissing on MUNI, 


e.g. 

18. Something seen in 
jams 

21. Movie set light 

23. Fill with wonder 

24. Went downa 
slippery slope 

26. "Kapow!" 

27. In a depraved or 
rotten manner 

30. Home decorator's 
concerns 

31. Discovers by prying 


DOWN 
1. Hippie Hill sight on 
April 20th 
2. "Ex Machina" 
android 
3. Lana___ Rey 


“One Hard Thing” is look- 
ing for more volunteers. If you 
are ready to give back, are 
interested in learning more 
about the Golden Gate Village 
or the other services offered by 
the Richmond Senior Center, 
contact Joey Yu at 415-525- 
2571. 


Jess Goldstein 


4 6 7 8 


© April 22nd, 2024 


4. Marker of 
something trending 

5. Big name in 
aluminum 

6. Butt dials? 

7. Concerning, ina 
memo 

8. Dandruff shampoo 

9. Thigh-baring 
fashion choices 

0. Not thick, as hair 

1 


1 
11. "Obviously!" 


. Arachnophobe's 
fear 

. Gator's suffix? 

. Over yonder 

. Dreamy acronym? 

. Protective 
embankment 

. Washer cycle 

. Casino game 

. Ernie's pal 

. 2016 Olympics host 
city, familiarly 

. ___'wester (rain hat) 


Shop Smart i 


> noc 


Discover the Power of an RCU Visa® Credit Card 


From dining out to paying for your favorite streaming service, it’s easy to rack up rewards when 
you use an RCU Visa Platinum Card. You'll get 1 point for every $1 that you spend. 


>> Earn points on the go 


Set up your mobile wallet to make safe and 
secure purchases right from your phone. 


>> Turn bills into rewards 


Use your card to pay recurring bills and 
memberships to get closer to your next big reward. 


>> Shop locally or online 


>> Get what you love 


Start Earning Rewards Today! 


Redwood 
h Credit Union 


1 (800) 479-7928 
redwoodcu.org/visa 


Cash advance transactions and balance transfers are excluded from earning points. All rates, terms and special offers subject to change. Certain restrictions apply. 


Whether you're grabbing coffee or ordering 
delivery, use your card for all your purchases. 


Redeem your points for exclusive experiences, 
gift cards, or even cash back. 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Taxes and Transportation 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
while still New York state’s governor 
in 1932, warned: “Any government, 
like any family, can for a year spend a 
little more than it earns. But you and I 
know that a continuation of that habit 
means the poorhouse.” 

California’s deficit must be cured by 
June 15, under California’s Constitu- 
tion (Article IV, Sec. 12 [c]. By the 
commencement of the government’s 
fiscal year, and by the time you read 
this, Gov. Gavin Newsom will have 
disclosed his so-called “May update, 
hoping it will include more state in- 
come than predicted in January. (That 
depends primarily on state income 
taxes filed on April 15 with the pesky 
Franchise Tax Board.) San Francisco 
also confronts a deficit which Mayor 
London Breed and 11 supervisors 
must solve by July 15, under Sec. 
9.101 of our Charter. 

I daresay City Hall’s dilemma ap- 
pears more challenging with housing 
and commercial vacancies (like Park 
Merced’s 35% vacancy rate as of last 
month) and businesses still closing 
downtown on Market Street and in 
most neighborhoods. It’s a dogged 
effort by Mayor Breed in an election 
year with the Board of Supervisors’ 
Aaron Peskin joining Daniel Lurie, 
Mark Farrell and Supervisor Ahsha 
Safai vying as candidates for glory and 
stardom in Room 200 of City Hall. 
Both state and local legislators will be 
hard-pressed to impose more taxes on 
residents and businesses protected by 
Proposition B and its subsequent state 
constitutional voter safeguards. 

One aspect of SF’s and even Cali- 
fornia’s financial digestive agitation 
remains untreated. An Epoch Times 
headline last month reminded readers 


” 


that the number of immigrants, legal 
and illegal, with jobs in our coun- 
try increased by about 3.4 million 
between March 2020 and March 2024, 
while the number of U.S.-born job 
holders decreased by approximately 
78,000 during the same years. Since 
President Joe Biden’s inauguration, 
liberal-leaning Brookings Institute 
concluded after its investigation that 
about double the number of illegal 
aliens have entered the U.S. as legal 
immigrants. One economist charac- 
terized this as the distortion of the 
employment market by illegal aliens. 
Our own national Bureau of Labor 
Statistics noted that jobs for employ- 
ees born in the U.S. declined by some 
651,000 as of March 2024 compared 
to March 2023, while alien employees 
increased by almost 1.3 million. 

Meanwhile, the politically divided 
U.S. Congress abrogates cessation 
of illegal immigrants under a White 
House which pitifully sends Kamala 
Harris to halt the disregard of our 
southern border. And local govern- 
ments (like ours) practice a policy of 
embracing lawbreakers as “sanctuary” 
entities. Americans watched the April 
spectacle of Republicans refusing 
to support military aid to democ- 
racies Israel and Ukraine until our 
legal immigration laws are enforced. 
And President Biden and U.S. Sen. 
Chuckie Schumer admonish Israel and 
enable illegal immigration lest future 
registered Democrats be treated as the 
lawbreakers they are. 

A major waste of taxpayer money, 
elected local government officials 
and public employees’ time emanated 
last month from a lawsuit in the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District 
at 455 Golden Gate Ave. The City 


ANGELINA.S 


DELI-CAFE 


ANGELINA’S DELI-CAFE 
OPEN EVERY DAY: 7:30AM-4:30PM 
6000 CALIFORNIA ST. @ 22ND AVE. ANGELINASDELICAFE.COM 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


415.702.3255 


irvingpethospital.com 


9 1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


° Preventative Care 
¢ Emergency Care 

e Surgery 

¢ Dental Care 

* Diagnostics 


BOURBON COUNTY @ CLEMENT STREET WINE & SPIRITS 
2147 Clement Street, between 22nd & 23rd Avenues 

10AM to 9PM Monday-Saturday, 10AM to 8PM Sunday 
(415) 387-6210 - BourbonCountySF@gmail.com 


Featuring Over 100 Bourbons and Ryes! 


“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place for Whiskey” 


SPECIALIZING IN FINE SPIRITS & CRAFT BEERS 


and County of San Francisco, with 
City Attorney David Chiu at the helm, 
sued the Oakland Port Commission on 
April 18 for breaching San Francis- 
co International Airport’s trademark 
by renaming Oakland International 
Airport “San Francisco Bay Oakland 
International Airport.” This cat fight 
typifies a lawyer looking for work. 
Oakland believes it will attract more 
passengers with such geographical 
identification. City Hall asserts it will 
cause travelers “confusion” and harm 
SFO income and “reputation.” I say 
“balderdash!” We don’t possess a 
trademark on or own San Francisco 
Bay. Numerous cities are located on 
San Francisco Bay. Other San Francis- 
cans and I used Oakland’s airport in 
the 1960s and 1970s when Southwest 
Airlines made it home base for flights 
to and from Los Angeles until estab- 
lishing a presence at SFO. Passenger 
“confusion” constitutes a contrived 
rationale to thwart geographical fact. 
Oakland is in worse condition down- 
town than SF. I haven’t been there 
since BART celebrated its 50th year of 
operation in 2022, but Chiu’s foolish 
lawsuit means he needs publicity for 
re-election. Stop wasting time and 
taxpayer money! 

The sorrowful and disastrous March 
automobile accident on West Portal 
caused by a single driver and resulting 
in four deaths has generated a Munic- 
ipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 
(which used to be called “The Muni’) 
plan, requested by Supervisor Myrna 
Melgar. Muni’s own data demonstrates 
that the intersection of Ulloa Street 
and West Portal Avenue has no “high 
injury incident” history. Yet, SFMTA 
recommends prohibiting cars at the 
West Portal and Ulloa intersection. 
The West Portal Merchants Asso- 
ciation, led by Deirdre Von Rock, 
its president, calls it “outrageous,” 
pointing out SFMTA’s lack of any 
conclusion regarding the cause of the 
accident and SFMTA’s public state- 
ment said that the intersection was 
safe and didn’t contribute to the acci- 
dent. The merchants association and 
nearby residents have assertedly given 
Muni better and less costly steps to 
prevent accidents, but Muni has failed 


to evaluate them. No, we don’t want 
another Central Subway project. 

Speaking of transportation, last fall, 
BART not so loudly announced that 
its delayed extension to San Jose is 
delayed again, and the cost has risen 
to $12.2 billion, which is more than 
twice the original cost. The short six- 
mile extension goes downtown, then 
north to Santa Clara and includes four 
new stations. The completion date is 
2036! (In 2014, completion was prom- 
ised by 2026, with a total cost of $4.7 
billion, later changed to a total cost of 
$6.9 billion). Don’t worry, you lucky 
Santa Clara County taxpayers, no fur- 
ther sales taxation will occur, claims 
the Valley Transportation Authority’s 
CEO. Oh, yeah. Wanna bet? VTA is 
notable for fudging costs and fooling 
taxpayers, going back to its own San 
Jose trolley system, which has wasted 
money since its 1990s creation. 

Project bureaucrats ignore Santa 
Clara County’s population decrease 
since 2020, which isn’t predicted to 
increase by 10% until 2060. The Bay 
Area News Group has rightfully rec- 
ommended that independent experts 
should review the project’s present 
expansion and politicians should 
decide whether a more cost-effective 
project is in the public’s interest, as 
Google and Silicon Valley mull high 
office vacancies and different com- 
mute patterns for employees working 
at home. 

Someone informed me last month: 
“You know you're really an old-timer 
when your main mode of transporta- 
tion is a walker.” Personally, I value 
US. President John F. Kennedy’s 
conclusion at an April 29, 1962, dinner 
honoring Western Hemisphere Nobel 
prize winners: “I think this is the most 
extraordinary collection of talent, of 
human knowledge, that has ever been 
gathered together at the White House, 
with the possible exception of when 
Thomas Jefferson dined alone.” 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 


Open Memorial Day: 11:00am - 5:00pm 
Competitive Prices / Friendly Service 


Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $25 or more! 
Limit one per customer + Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana - Expires May 31, 2024 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 


a‘ OutsideLands.org 


Western Neighborhoods Project 


OPEN EVERYDA eh 
8AM-9PM = 
ee 
ee Urner Avenves 


Cal's Pet Supply 


Mon-Sat: 11:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


May 2024 


The Richmond Review : 9 


Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 


Saving Lives With Speed Cameras 


One life lost or impacted by traffic 
violence in San Francisco is too many. 
As of mid-April, eight pedestrians 
have already been killed in our city 
this year. If that pace continues, we 
will surpass the fatality rate set in 
2022. That’s when the highest number 
of deaths were recorded over a five- 
year period. 

With the lives of San Franciscans 
and their children at stake, some- 
thing needs to change. As residents, 
we pride ourselves on innovative 
solutions to increase mobility and 
provide safe, livable neighborhoods. 
One promising fix is AB-645, a bill I 
joint-authored last year. 

This legislation authorizes the use of 
speed cameras in six California cities, 
including San Francisco, focusing on 
school zones and other designated 
low-speed areas based on their danger 
to pedestrians and others. This pro- 
vides an opportunity to slow drivers 
down in our highest-need areas. 

The San Francisco Municipal Trans- 


portation Agency (SFMTA) recently 
approved 33 locations for these speed 
cameras and is set to implement the 
five-year pilot program. Those sites 
are within what’s called the High Inju- 
ry Network — the 12% of San Francis- 
co streets that account for more than 
68% of traffic-related severe injuries 
or fatalities. 

A dozen of those cameras will be in 
our Assembly District: 

¢ Fulton near Arguello 

¢ Lincoln near 27th 

¢ Fulton near 42nd 

e Sloat near 41st 

¢ Geary near Seventh 

¢ Ocean near Frida Kahlo 

¢ Bay near Octavia 

¢ Monterey near Edna 

¢ Franklin near Union 

¢ San Jose near Santa Ynez 

e Alemany near Farragut 

¢ Mission near Ottawa 

I championed AB-645 because 
speed safety systems hold great po- 
tential. They have been used for years 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
Joesicecream.com 

instagram.com/joesicecreamsf | 
facebook.com/joesicecreamsf 


So 
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Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 
survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 


stmonicasf.org 


in other major cities throughout the 
country, including New York City, and 
they have helped restore pedestrians’ 
right to walk across streets without 
fear of traffic violence. In fact, 2023 
was the Big Apple’s safest year for 
pedestrians. Moreover, speeding has 
dropped, on average, by 73% at their 
speed camera locations. Over the eight 
full calendar years that New York 
City’s speed camera program has been 
in operation, nearly half of license 
plates receiving a notice have not been 
issued a second one. 

San Francisco can achieve similar 
results. To ensure that everyone is part 
of the solution that puts prevention 
first, there will be a 30-day public 
education period. Adequate signage 
must be prominently placed in speed 
camera zones to create highly visible 
public messaging that will stop speed- 
ing in the first place. Then during the 
first couple of months, only warning 
letters will be sent to violators. 

Once fully implemented, speed 
enforcement cameras will trigger a 
citation when vehicles travel more 
than 11 miles per hour over the posted 
speed limit. Those who receive one 
will not have their driving privileges 
affected. And under the law, civil fines 
can be reduced based on income and 
can be paid over time. In certain cases, 
they can be waived with community 
service. 

Lastly, AB-645 strongly protects 
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an individual’s privacy and taxpayer 
money. Cameras capture only the 
vehicle speed and registration — not 
the identity of the driver, other drivers 
on the road, or members of the public 
in the photo. Plus, only the driver and 
vehicle owner may review the photos, 
and local authorities may only archive 
the photos for a limited period of time. 

To prevent these program from 
being a moneymaker for cities, rev- 
enue from these citations must fund 
the program itself with any surplus 
going only toward other traffic safety 
measures that encourage alternative 
modes of transport, such as biking and 
walking. 

AB-645 also aligns with the City’s 
Vision Zero Plan, San Francisco’s path 
forward to build safety and livabili- 
ty into our streets to protect the one 
million people who move about here 
every day. 

With targeted speed safety technol- 
ogy, we have a powerful, proven tool 
to reverse the trends we’re seeing by 
slowing drivers down. It’s another 
step we can take that saves lives and 
prevents serious injuries. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Abigai [G fynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 


for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CLEMENT STREET ART WALK 
Clement Street Art Walk is a monthly community evening event bringing local art to 
the small businesses on Clement Street. Listen to live music, mingle with your neighbors and 
enjoy local artists featured at your favorite small businesses while you shop local. Every third 
Thursday of the month, 5-8 p.m. on Clement Street from Arguello Boulevard to Park Presidio 
Boulevard (and beyond)! Learn more at clementstreetsf.com. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Russian, Cantonese or 
Mandarin. Friday, May 3, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For 
more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime." Playtime follows directly after Storytime. Limited to 46 participants, tickets re- 
quired. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Babies.” Playtime follows directly after the Storytime. Limited to 46 partici- 
pants, tickets required. Mondays 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Workshop: Mother's Day Craft.” Create a bouquet of origami flowers for your caregiver. For 
ages 8-12. Space limited. All materials supplied. Questions? Call 415-355-5648. Thursday, 
May 9, 3:30-5 p.m. 
“Activity: Lego Free Play." Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. May 14, 3:30-5 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS: 
“Activity: DIY Polymer Clay Emoji Paperclip.” Learn how to make a polymer clay emoji paperclip. 
Create your own one-of-a-kind creature such as a starfish, octopus, turtle or whatever you can 
imagine! Thursday, May 9, 4-5:30 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood cleanup and Storytime." Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet at the 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. Tuesday, May 9, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath Meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Guided meditation for calming and joint 
stress release with gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savy at 60+." Learn basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class series. 
Please bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is limit- 
ed, please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elder- 
ly. Wednesday, May 1, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club.” Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 
reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday. Wednesdays, May 1, 15 and 29, 3-5 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad.” Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the Internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist, 
Friday, May 3, 1:30-3 p.m. 
"Workshop: Introduction to Gardening with Natives.” There are hundreds of plants native to 
San Francisco. We'll discuss the advantages of growing natives and how to get started. This 
talk will cover plants for sunny or shady gardens (or foggy!), soil, water, and drainage con- 
siderations, how and when to plant, maintenance issues, sources for native plants, and other 
useful resources. Speaker Cathrin Callas joined the UC Master Gardener program in 2022 after 
retiring from a career in engineering. A California native, her life-long love of flowering plants 
includes a particular interest in California native plants. She currently lives and gardens in San 
Carlos. Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m-12:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Coloring Outside the Lines with Real Soul.” Katie Quan dives into the world of 
comics and zines through the lens of an Asian American artist and educator. She'll introduce 
her biggest comic influences, her own experience in the medium, and how artists are break- 
ing barriers left and right with their amazing work. Katie will then teach you how to start your 
own comics and create your very own zine. Born and raised on Ramaytush Ohlone land (now 
known as San Francisco), Quan is a third generation Chinese American. She is a comic artist, 
community advocate and educator. In 2020, Katie founded REALSOUL, a curriculum-based 
organization that focuses on making Asian American stories accessible and intersectional. Her 
art furthermore explores themes like self identity, mental health and society through humor. 
Connect: Website - realsoul.us | Instagram - realsoul. Saturday, May 11, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Smart Social Security Planning for a Secure Financial Future.” Learn about retire- 
ment planning and Social Security basics and how to optimize retirement benefits and save on 
taxes. In Russian. Friday, May 17, 4-5:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Westside Affordable Housing, Richmond and Sunset.” This workshop offers afford- 
able housing resources and educational information in the Richmond and Sunset districts. You 
will learn how to apply for affordable housing, who qualifies for affordable housing, how many 
units will be built in the community and why it matters to the Richmond and Sunset residents. 
In English and Cantonese. English session, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Cantonese session, 3-4:30 p.m. 
Mandarin session 4:30-5:30 p.m. Reservations required: 415-355-5600. This program is in 
partnership with Self-Help for the Elderly. Saturday, May 18, 1:30-5:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: Beginners Tai Chi with Patrick Lau." Learn and practice beginning Tai Chi guided 
by Patrick Lau. Tai Chi may help improve your overall health, fitness, balance, flexibility, coordi- 
nation and posture. Space is limited. Reservations: 415-355-5600. Friday, May 24, 2-3:30 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Mochi.” Learn how to make a Japanese Mochi in celebration of AANHPI heritage 
month. Participants will leave with instructions on how to make Mochi at home. Space is limit- 
ed. Reservations required: 415-355-5600. Thursday, May 30, 2-3 p.m. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band presents its 2024 summer concerts series for its 142nd 
season. April 28-Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. (25 concert dates) Spreckels Temple of Music 
(a.k.a. the Bandshell) in Golden Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, found- 
ed in 1882, continues a new era of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALL SHOWS FREE! 


All Welcome! * All concerts start at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Monday, 
Sept. 2 (Labor Day). Learn more at goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy May birthday to Ada Consalus, Lexi Craig, Mike Craig, Max Friedman, Maggie Glaize, 
Breyana Greats, Pia Harvey, Jon Hollenbeck, Gemma Huynh, Tim Keeler, Kathleen Larkin, Au- 
tumn Looijen, Michael Lue, Natalie Lue, Debbie MacCawley, Rose Maini, Paul Mansfield, June 
McWilliams, Jay Parks, Emma Perreira, Marie Phatak, Lucy Poole, Scott Rittman, Selena Ro- 
sales, Katelin Rowland, Sabrina Royce, Julia Ryder Sill, Eleanor Wollenberg and Lee Yurman. 
To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


INTERTRIBAL DANCE GATHERING: DANCING IS OUR MEDICINE 2024 

The Native American Health Center welcomes indigenous communities and the 
greater public back to the Presidio for a day of healing dances, screen printing, arts and crafts 
marketplace, health screenings and more. See dances from the Costanoan Rumsen tribe 
(Ohlone), Point Arena Pomo, Cahuilla bird singers and Paiute hand games (team lent). Dance 
in many indigenous communities is a prayer, an offering, a balancing of our physical, mental, 
spiritual and emotional selves which in turn heals and strengthens our communities. Bring 
your own picnic or enjoy delicious food celebrating the Bay Area's diverse cuisines from presi- 
dio pop up's food and beverage vendors. Limited seating is available. Bring your own blanket 
or folding chair. Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Presidio Tunnel Tops, East Meadow (210 Lin- 
coln Blvd.) Free. Learn more at presidio.Gov/explore/events/intertribal-dance-gathering-danc- 
ing-is-our-medicine-2024. 


MOTHER'S DAY ROSE SHOW 
San Francisco Rose Society presents its 82nd annual Mother's Day Rose Show on Sunday, 
May 12, 12:30-4 p.m., at the Hall of Flowers, County Fair Building in Golden Gate Park, 1199 
Ninth Ave. Free. For more information, go to sfrosesociety.org, call 707-805-4525 x1 or email 
sfrosesociety@gmail.com. 


MEETTHE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW - NEW SCHEDULE 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, an- 
nouncement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and photog- 
raphers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the One 
Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St. The date and time has changed to correspond 
with the monthly Clement Street Art Walk, every third Thursday of the month, 4-6 
p.m. For more information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
Scheduled appointments not necessary but appreciated. 


ONE RICHMOND AND TAT WONG KUNG FU 
Free self-defense workshops: Registration is now open! We are offering a one hour safety 
workshop for older adults in May/June. Find out more onerichmondsf.com/self-defense-work- 
shops or call 415-683-8402. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for "Cooking 
Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, "Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers and "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out the recent "Photos of 
the Month" gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the "Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 

Thursday, May 2, 3:30-4:30 p.m., One Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/528372/. 

Friday, May 3, 8-9 a.m., Morning Coffee Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/5 13212/. 
Friday, May 3, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 

Saturday, May 4, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Saturday, May 11, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Central Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/613409/. 

Saturday, May 11, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Tuesday, May 14, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Richmond Library Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 

Thursday, May 16, 10:30 am-noon, Rise & Grind Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/413075/. 

Saturday, May 18, 9-11 a.m., Lone Mountain Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/563439/. 
Saturday, May 18, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/, 

Saturday, May 25, 10 a.m-noon, Richmond District Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/441884/. 

Saturday, May 25, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 
Sincere thanks to the Richmond Review readers who generously donate to the Pat- 
reon funding campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you signed up 
and haven't received Richmond Review branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or 
shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. We would also like to share 
just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit 
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Popular ‘Toy Boat by ice an Inner Richmond Favorite Since 1982 


By Noma Faingold 
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It’s a reasonably sunny afternoon ai 
at Clement Street’s Toy Boat by Jane, 
the Richmond District kitschy café, 
which opened in 1982 and still pretty 
much looks the same, with nostalgic 
figurines like Fred Flintstone and Mr. 
Potato Head sharing shelf space with 
Dick Tracy PEZ dispensers behind the 
refrigerated ice cream cases. 

A steady flow of diverse custom- 
ers enters the shop. There’s a mother 
with two young boys, one immediately 
mounting the mechanical pony in the 
center of the room. She inserts two 
quarters into the slot to make the ride 
start. Her other child goes straight to 
the ice cream counter, peers at the fla- 
vors on his tiptoes. A middle-aged man 
orders his usual cappuccino and sips 
it on an ultramarine blue bench out- 
side. A family of tourists enjoys their 
ice cream in a booth. A very pregnant 
woman taste tests three flavors before 
deciding a scoop of Golden Gate Swirl 
will satisfy her craving. 

Casually dressed in distressed jeans, 
charcoal pullover and gray suede com- 
bat boots, Amanda Michael, 55, who 
owns the Jane Group of Bay Area ca- 
fes and bakeries, along with catering, 
e-commerce and wholesale divisions, 
walks into Toy Boat, which she bought 
from original owners Jesse Fink and 
Roberta Mindich-Fink in 2020, when 
they retired. She looks like she could 
be a customer and, in fact, she was in 
high school. 

The San Francisco native, who grew 
up in Russian Hill, used to take the bus 
with her friends and hang out at Toy 
Boat. 

“There weren’t that many welcoming 
places for kids and teenagers that were 
open in the evening,” Michael said. 
“Then, when my kids were younger, I 
would bring them here all the time. It’s 


such as classic San Francisco spot.” “T didn’t care if it was a bad idea,” 


= im rei A 


It didn’t make sense to acquire Toy 
Boat, especially at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The dessert cafe 
is almost the antithesis to the brand she 
began building in 2011 with Jane on 
Fillmore, a trendy café with high-qual- 
ity baked goods and upscale break- 
fast and lunch fare, which Michael 
describes as having a “punk rock tea 
house vibe.” 

Her husband, Michael Harrington, 
who has his own real estate company, 
thought she was insane. 


Michael said. “This is a business with 
a lot of personality. It was not going to 
close on my watch. People in the com- 
munity wanted it to continue.” 

Michael didn’t want to convert Toy 
Boat into another Jane outlet. Howev- 
er, aside from featuring ice cream and 
toys, she saw the similarities. 

“Jesse served salads. We do salads. 
He made sandwiches. We make sand- 
wiches,” she said. 

She brought in Jane pastries and 
breads. She continued serving Double 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Continued from page 10 


our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 
16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


WESTERN NEIGHBORHOODS PROJECT TURNS 25 

Western Neighborhoods Project (WNP) is celebrating its 25th birthday by hosting a live 
recording of the “Outside Lands San Francisco” podcast with drag legend Peaches Christ and 
award-winning SFGATE reporter Amanda Bartlett at the 4 Star Theater on May 15. Join us to 
explore the history of the Richmond District's Bridge Theatre, where Peaches Christ first pre- 
sented Midnight Mass, a late-night movie series and drag spectacle that is part of the endur- 
ing history of the west side. The event is prom-themed (prom attire optional), and there will 
bea photo booth along with cake and prizes. We hope you'll join us for this once-in-a-lifetime 
fundraiser that will support WNP and one of our favorite historic theaters. Link to purchase 
tickets at WNP's website: outsidelands.org. 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (average of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. 
Box 16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call 
415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- 
ments free of charge. 


We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrat- 
ing an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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Rainbow and Mitchell’s ice cream and 
added flavors from the Sunset District’s 
Hometown Creamery. 

“All I cared about was preserving the 
feel and being part of the community,” 
Michael said. 

After Fillmore came Jane on Larkin 
(2013) and Jane the Bakery on Geary 
(2016). There are catering, retail and 
wholesale departments. In 2022, Mi- 
chael acquired Sweet Things of Tibu- 
ron and San Francisco. The company 
now has 160 employees, two of whom 
are her adult children, Gus, 26, and 
Jane, 24. Gus, who has an engineering/ 
computer science degree from George 
Washington University, runs technical 
operations, including the point-of-sale 
systems and e-commerce platforms. 
Michael’s daughter is involved with 
marketing and social media. 

The company’s general manager, 
Tom Hopson, was there at the begin- 
ning. He started in a counter position at 
Jane on Fillmore. 

“I was really excited to get that job,” 
he said. “I felt it was really special ear- 
ly on. I was doing everything in the 
store that I could do.” 

Hopson, 35, became general man- 
ager in about a year. He said he is not 
surprised by the growth of Jane. 

“Amanda is a great leader. She al- 
lows people to be themselves,” he said. 
“She makes me feel like I’m a part of it. 
My opinion is valued.” 

Catering Manager Emma Benson 
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Toy Boat by Jane owner Aan Michael bought the shop at the height of the COVID- 19 pandemic. “| 
didn’t care if it was a bad idea,” she said. “This is a business with a lot of personality. It was not going to 
close on my watch.” Photo by Noma Faingold. 


started out making pastries at the Fill- 
more location shortly after it opened. 
She worked alongside Michael, a self- 
taught chef and baker, who learned al- 
most everything working at restaurants 
since she was in college. Although she 
did take a few years off to be a stay-at- 
home mom, she never stopped baking. 

“The products are Amanda’s reci- 
pes,” Benson said. “They make you 
feel like you’re at home.” 

Benson, 36, views Michael as much 
more than a boss or a mentor. 

“She’s driven but she’s gentle,” Ben- 
son said. “She just cares for people. 
She’s been there for me. I had a string 
of bad things happen to me, including 
my house burning down. She offered to 
have me stay with her. Even if I wasn’t 
working with her, I would still want her 
to be part of my life.” 

Michael tries to visit each store al- 
most every day, not to micromanage, 
but to be inspired by her staff. 

“The most fun is working with these 
younger kids,” she said. “Some people 
bag on the young, but I love the kids 
I get to work with. It’s really satisfy- 
ing to see someone grow, learn and 
make progress in their careers and their 
lives.” 

Toy Boat by Jane is located at 401 
Clement St. Hours: Sunday-Thursday, 
& a.m.-& p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 
& am.-10 p.m. Learn more at itsjane. 
com. 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 


415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 
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‘Then and Now’: Balboa Street near 23rd Avenue 
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Left: This June 1949 photo is looking west-northwest on Balboa Street toward 23rd Avenue. T 
is rising out of the “Balboa dip.” The billboard advertises the Ice Follies at Winterland. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western 
Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: This April 2024 photo shows the streetcar rails are gone and the overhead transporta- 
tion wires have doubled from one to two each way. Longtime residents will remember when diesel buses were roaring up the hills on 
Balboa before they were replaced with today’s quieter electric vehicles. Photo by Michael Durand. 


Best Buddies 


Continued from page 1 


Jarmola said. 

Jarmola and her daughter called their 
team “nothing is impossible,” with the 
intention of gathering as much sup- 
port for people with disabilities among 
younger advocates as possible. Evelyn 
connected with her buddy since pre- 
school. Now in middle school, they 
share their different experiences with 
one another in a tight-knit friend- 
ship. Jarmola said she appreciated the 
chance to hear from parents of children 
with IDD. 

“I met people who have kids with 
disabilities, and we have different 
roles. It’s really nice to get involved 
and be here to support them,” she said. 
“More members are needed to develop 
empathy. It’s not only these kids that 
benefit but the other side as well. It’s 
good for everyone to see how we can 
make change. And look at these smiles, 
even on this rainy day.” 

San Francisco State University’s 
spirit group joined in, shaking pom 
poms and rallying walkers. After pass- 
ing by a waterfall, under tunnels, and 
through clouds of bubbles and laugh- 
ter, participants of the Friendship Walk 
looped to finish the home stretch back 
to the park’s Music Concourse and 
Bandshell. 

This year, Best Buddies received 
funding support from corporate chap- 
ters. Trey Seals and Daliyah Ross from 
Accenture’s San Francisco branch 
walked alongside their coworkers. 

“Tt’s a commitment to supporting di- 
versity. That’s something that is a per- 
sonal value, but I’m also glad it aligns 
with the work,” Seals said. 

Ross noted that within Accenture, 
a consulting firm, were teams repre- 
senting subcommittees of the compa- 
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Participants in the Best Buddies Friendship Walk braved th 


rain on a spring 
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Saturday in Golden Gate 
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ny, such as workplace environment 
and Best Buddies leaders, which both 
attended the Friendship Walk. She 
emphasized her workplace’s unity in 
showing up for coworkers involved in 
Best Buddies. 

“We actually have a co-worker who 
we’re here to support, Aaron,” Ross 
said. “We did a fundraiser for him to 
be able to go to the leadership summit.” 

During the Best Buddies Leader- 
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ship Conference (BBLC), leaders and 
volunteers of the Best Buddies orga- 
nization gather for a four-day inclu- 
sion event to learn about empowering 
change in disability rights. 

“The more that we allow people to 
be more visible and see more experi- 
ences like their own, the more that we 
can be inclusive and designed for all 
communities,” Ross added. 

Seals agreed: “Awareness is every- 
thing.” 

Wesley Lam began with the Best 
Buddies Friendship Walk as a volun- 
teer in 2017. A year later, he joined 
the organizing committee, then be- 
came vice chairperson in 2020. With a 
“buddy administrator” lanyard draped 
around his neck, Lam felt “honored to 
continue the tradition of raising aware- 
ness and funds for Best Buddies and 
their inclusive mission for people with 
abilities.” 

In the midst of celebrating individu- 
als with IDD, Lam addressed past chal- 
lenges that threatened the Friendship 
Walk’s capacity to bring supporters 
together. During the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, members of Best Buddies felt 
isolated and distant from the commu- 
nity created during annual walks. The 
organization hosted a virtual space 
in 2020 and encouraged participants 
to take steps as a group around their 
neighborhood in 2021. 


“It’s been hard for Best Buddies to 
get sponsors and people to raise mon- 
ey for the Friendship Walk, especially 
with the changing economic environ- 
ment in San Francisco,” Lam said. 

As large, local walks recently re- 
turned to physical ceremonies two 
years ago, so did members of Best 
Buddies. Lam, hoping to expand Best 
Buddies’ student program through the 
funds raised during the Friendship 
Walk, expressed excitement over the 
new chapters opening in educational 
spaces in the City, from elementary 
schools to college campuses, such as 
the University of San Francisco and 
UC Berkeley. As the employee direc- 
tor of the University of San Francisco 
chapter, Lam looked towards creating 
more resources for students to involve 
themselves in advocacy for people 
with disabilities. 

“We are raising awareness to show 
that people with disabilities are able to 
do things regardless of their ability,” 
Lam said. 

Arms stretched across neighbors’ 
shoulders, taking strides in unison with 
the last stretch of the marathon ahead, 
walkers huddled together, embracing 
the comforting feeling of togetherness 
lost over the pandemic. 

Learn more about Best Buddies at 
bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org. 
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Richmond District Becomes Dum 


By Linda Badger 


Although many people be- 
lieve crime in San Francisco 
is over hyped, the City has 
earned its wild west reputation 
for car break-ins. Tourism, a 
major source of revenue for 
San Francisco, has suffered, 
slowing the City’s recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. 

One Richmond District res- 
ident decided to do something 
about it — one stolen, ran- 
sacked and discarded suitcase 
at a time. 

Mark Dietrich has lived in 
the avenues near Geary Bou- 
levard for many years. At the 
beginning of the pandemic, he 
noticed piles of stolen luggage 
with their contents strewn on 
the sidewalk outside his home. 
Thieves were breaking into 
cars at popular tourist des- 
tinations — like Fisherman’s 
Wharf, the Palace of Fine 
Arts and Crissy Field — then 
speeding down Park Presidio 
and turning into the Richmond 
District to dump what they 
could not easily fence. Smash- 
and-grabs were also taking 
place in Golden Gate Park and 
Lands End, resulting in bags 
being dumped throughout the 


Mark Dietrich ftar right) stands ase toz an SFPD officer 
and a family just reunited with their stolen belongings. 
“The girl is holding the bunny that her father gave her,” 
Dietrich said. “She was in tears when it was returned.” 
Photo courtesy of Mark Dietrich. 


neighborhood. 

“As stolen luggage began 
appearing more and more fre- 
quently in our neighborhood, I 
simply could not stand still,” 
Dietrich said. 

An ex-Eagle Scout and 
longtime community activist, 
he was angry and frustrated, 
“knowing that someone’s trip 
to San Francisco was ruined 
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by criminals.” 

Dietrich serves on_ the 
Richmond Station’s Commu- 
nity Police Advisory Board 
and knew that SFPD didn’t 
have the bandwidth to search 
through discarded luggage, so 
he put on his gloves and began 
sorting through the discarded 
possessions himself. He found 
that 80% of bags contain iden- 
tification sufficient for him to 
contact the owners, includ- 
ing passports and _ business 
cards. If he only finds a name, 
he searches social media for 
contact information. Very oc- 
casionally, Dietrich resorts to 
taking unidentifiable luggage 
to the Richmond Police Sta- 
tion, hoping that the victim 
filed a police report. He claims 
a 90% success rate in returning 
stolen bags to their owners. By 
contrast, he estimates that 80- 
90% of all luggage returned to 
SFPD gets destroyed and/or 
donated. 

According to Dietrich, 
thieves take cash and electron- 
ics, but dump everything else. 
Some items are difficult and/or 
expensive to replace. He has 
found prescription glasses, vi- 
tal medications, mouth guards, 
house and car keys, and very 
often, passports. While pass- 
ports make it easy to contact 
the bags’ owners, losing a 
passport can ruin a trip. 

“Victims are always very 
happy to be reunited with their 
passports,” Dietrich said. 

He frequently drops pass- 
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ports and luggage off at con- 
sulates to help reunite the 
items with the victimized tour- 
ists. 

When Dietrich contacts vic- 
tims, they are suspicious at 
first, and then grateful to have 
their possessions returned. He 
has returned a much-loved 
teddy bear to a 7-year-old, a 
family Bible, a hard drive con- 
taining five years of research, 
a “lucky” backpack that sur- 
vived multiple tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and all the 
equipment and supplies car- 
ried by a girls’ volleyball team. 

Despite their gratitude, vic- 
timized tourists tell him “they 
are not coming back to San 
Francisco anytime soon, and 
that they are going to tell their 
friends and family not to come 
here. 

“The City simply hasn’t 
done enough to curtail this 
crime,” Dietrich said. “Crime 
happens where cops are not, 
and we’re down 500-800 offi- 
cers, so there simply aren’t the 
resources to fight this crime 
effectively.” 

He also blames city offi- 
cials for failing to aggressive- 
ly prosecute perpetrators of 
smash-and-grab crimes. 

For years, San Francisco 
has had the largest number of 
car break-ins of all large U.S. 
cities tracking this data, av- 
eraging 70 break-ins a day in 
2015. For the year 2022, SFPD 
data showed 23,454 reports of 
“theft from vehicles” or ap- 
proximately 64 car break-ins 
a day. In 2023, this number 
dropped by 16% to 19,742, 
or 54 break-ins a day. (The 
Richmond District had re- 
ports of 2,642 car break-ins in 
2022, or seven break-ins a day, 
which fell about 10% in 2023 
to 2,384.) 

This downward trend is con- 
tinuing. The latest SFPD crime 
statistics for the first quarter 
of this year show “theft from 
cars” decreased by 51% from 
the same period a year ago. 
Dietrich confirms this trend, 
reporting a “noticeable reduc- 
tion in luggage dumps in the 
past year.” The City and SFPD 
have implemented deterrence 
measures, increasing police 
presence in tourist spots, and 
posting “park safe” signs 
warning people to leave noth- 
ing in their cars. 

Additional law enforcement 
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measures have been approved 
or are under consideration, 
which might reduce car break- 
ins. Proposition E, recently 
passed by city voters, will ease 
restrictions on SFPD’s ability 
to engage in vehicle pursuits to 
catch criminals, and will also 
allow the City to install public 
surveillance cameras and au- 
tomated license plate readers 
to better identify perpetrators 
of this crime. Also, SB-905 
is a proposed bill to close the 
“locked door loophole” in Cal- 
ifornia law, which defines ve- 
hicle burglary as applying only 
to “locked” cars. This makes 
prosecution of smash-and- 
grabs hard, especially when the 
victims are tourists, unlikely to 
be around to testify that their 
car doors were locked when 
criminals broke-in. Finally, in 
November, voters will likely 
be asked to decide whether to 
amend Proposition 47, which 
reclassified most thefts under 
$950 as misdemeanors instead 
of felonies. 

After posting about his ef- 
forts on Nextdoor, Dietrich 
learned that many Richmond 
residents had already  suc- 
cessfully returned luggage to 
victimized tourists. If anyone 
wants to help, he suggests you 
always take pictures of the 
location where the luggage 
was dumped to use in corre- 
sponding with owners. Use 
a flashlight and wear gloves 
when searching for contact in- 
formation and remember that 
time is of the essence. Most 
tourists are on the move and, 
according to Dietrich, likely to 
be leaving San Francisco with- 
in 12 hours. In one instance, 
a family was already on their 
way to Disneyland when Mark 
called. Coincidentally, he was 
driving to L.A. the next day, 
and met them outside Disn- 
eyland, making the happiest 
place on Earth even happier. 

Car break-ins have harmed 
tourists as well as tourism 
for over a decade. While the 
City has been slow to fix this 
blight on San Francisco’s rep- 
utation, citizens like Dietrich 
have jumped in to help tourists 
and demonstrate that there are 
good people in San Francisco. 
Victimized tourists still may 
not leave their hearts in San 
Francisco, but they might keep 
a place in their hearts for San 
Franciscans. 


By Paul Kilduff 


May 2024 


The Richmond Review ° 15 


Upzoning 


Continued from page 1 


als are in response to changes in the 
Housing Element of the City’s General 
Plan passed last year. These changes in 
turn are a response to a California State 
mandate for San Francisco to build 
82,000 units of housing in the next 
eight years or face cuts in state fund- 
ing of public transportation and other 
programs. 

According to the Planning Depart- 
ment’s website, “the lack of diverse 
housing choices limits people’s oppor- 
tunities and impacts quality of life. 

“Most housing built in San Francisco 
in recent decades has been concentrat- 
ed in the eastern neighborhoods, where 
zoning allows for mid- and large-sized 
developments. Meanwhile, the north- 
ern and western parts of the City have 
seen relatively little growth. These ar- 
eas are primarily zoned for single-fam- 
ily development, which is less likely to 
be affordable to low- and middle-in- 
come residents and is shown to rein- 
force patterns of economic and racial 
segregation.” 

According to the website, “expand- 
ing housing choice involves changes to 
San Francisco’s zoning rules to accom- 
modate new housing, increase housing 
affordability for low- and middle-in- 
come households, and help advance 
racial and social equity. 

“The project allows for more housing 
options in neighborhoods with greater 
access to economic opportunities and 
services that can support growth, such 
as public transit, parks, retail and com- 
munity facilities.” 

Big zoning changes are also pro- 
posed south of Golden Gate Park in the 
Sunset District. 

District 4 Supervisor Joel Engardio 


says the proposed zoning changes, 
however, are just a starting point. 

“There will be a lot of input and iter- 
ations before it is finalized,” Engardio 
said. “Just because a street is marked 
for higher zoning does not mean the 
entire street will be transformed. The 
map only shows future potential. The 
zoning heights are voluntary, not man- 
datory. It will be a decades-long pro- 
cess of gradual change.” 

Engardio noted that the proposed 
changes will not touch most of the 
Lower Great Highway “so there will 
be no chance of a wall of Miami-like 
towers on the Lower Great Highway. 

“I believe we must not allow out- 
of-scale housing to ruin our neigh- 
borhoods,” he said. “I am focused on 
housing for our adult kids and grand- 
kids that will allow them to remain in 
San Francisco. We need housing for 
our first responders. Many police of- 
ficers and firefighters commute long 
distances to work in San Francisco. 
Seniors might also like an elevator 
building to downsize to and age safely 
in place without having to leave their 
neighborhood.” 

In the Sunset, the department’s pro- 
posal would allow for 65-foot-tall 
buildings along Lincoln Way, except 
for the corners of certain intersections 
at Ninth Avenue and between 18th to 
21st avenues, allowing for 85-foot-tall 
structures on those blocks. 

Irving Street would allow for 
85-foot-tall buildings out to 27th Ave- 
nue, except at the intersection with 19th 
Avenue, which would allow 140-foot- 
tall buildings there, while keeping the 
current zoning maximum height of 130 
feet already allowed out to 22nd Ave- 
nue. Between 38th Avenue and La Pla- 
ya Street, 65-foot-tall buildings would 
be allowed. 

Judah Street from Eighth Avenue out 


to La Playa would be upzoned to 85- 
feet tall, except around the intersection 
at 19th Avenue, which would go up to 
140-feet tall. 

Noriega Street would be upzoned to 
85-feet tall from 17th to 37th avenues, 
except for the intersection of 19th Av- 
enue, which would go up to 140-feet 
tall. From 38th Avenue out to Lower 
Great Highway, the new zoning would 
be up to 65-feet tall. 

Taraval Street from 12th to 15th ave- 
nues would be upzoned to 65-feet tall, 
while along the rest of Taraval out to 
48th Avenue, up to 85-feet-tall build- 
ings would be allowed, except for the 
intersection with 19th Avenue, which 
would be up to 140-feet tall. 

Except for the aforementioned in- 
tersections, 19th Avenue would be up- 
zoned to 85-feet tall from Lincoln Way 
south to Eucalyptus Drive. 

Most of the parcels along 36th and 
37th avenues adjacent to Sunset Boule- 
vard would be upzoned to 85-feet-tall 
from Lincoln Way south to Sloat Bou- 
levard. And much of Sloat would be 
upzoned to 65-feet tall. 

But there are critics of the depart- 
ment’s proposal, like District 7 Super- 
visor Myrna Melgar, who does like up- 
zoning transportation and commercial 
corridors in general, but not at all of the 
areas targeted by the latest zoning map. 

“I think that some of it makes sense 
and some of it does not,” Melgar says. 

While she agrees with changing the 
zoning along Muni light rail lines for 
the most part, she is not pleased with 
some parts of the plan for her district. 

“Other areas on the map, like Juni- 
pero Serra, make no sense to me at all 
because they don’t fit any of the criteria 
that we stipulated on the Housing Ele- 
ment,” she said. Melgar noted Junipero 
Serra is neither a public transportation 
nor a commercial corridor but mostly 


Proposed Westside Zoning Changes 
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just has single-family homes. 

“If we’re going to be consistent, like 
with our climate action goals and all of 
the things that we’re saying, that makes 
no sense,” she said. 

Melgar also does not like upzoning 
to 85-feet tall all the parcels lining the 
east side of 19th Ave. along the Lake- 
side area. 

“All those blocks that you see there, 
it’s the back yards that are onto 19th 
Avenue,” Melgar said. “So, unless we 
totally change our building codes to 
do away with back-yard minimums, 
you can’t really build unless you knock 
down the house. The problem that 
you have is that you have a potential 
eight-story building on 19th Avenue, 
but in the back.” 

She noted that the streets east of 19th 
avenue in that area are all smaller resi- 
dential streets. 

Other critics, like longtime housing 
activist Dennis Antenore, see a signifi- 
cant potential for massive displacement 
with the department’s new zoning plan. 

In a recent opinion piece for the 
Richmond Review, Antenore predicts 
that the resulting increase in land val- 
ues will motivate landlords to rid their 
properties of tenants in order to build 
bigger. 

He also predicts that renewals of 
commercial leases will be threatened, 
impacting the survival of small and 
neighborhood businesses. 

“Although the proposed upzoning 
is couched in terms of creating hous- 
ing opportunities for low- and mod- 
erate-income households, families, 
seniors, people with disabilities and 
essential workers, by far the most ex- 
tensive impact would be to create large 
amounts of market-rate housing. There 
is limited evidence to justify such an 
expansion of market-rate housing,” 
Antenore says. 


PROPOSED HEIGHT AND 
DENSITY CHANGES* 
HE 65 feet (6 stories) 

HEE 85 fect (8 stories) 

HEE 140 feet (14 stories) 
HEE 240 feet (24 stories) 
HEE 300 feet (30 stories) 


eal No height change, but remove 
density limits that reduce the 
number of housing units 


Areas that allow 4-plexes 
(6-plexes on corner lots) 
under recent legislation ** 


___, Parcels where heights shown 
are similar to or unchanged 
from current height imits 
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